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DISTRIBUTION AND FEEDING OF THE SYRIAN
WOODPECKER IN THE BUKOVINIAN PRE-CARPATHIANS
AND PRUT-DNIESTER INTERFLUVE

A.N. Klitin, I.V. Skilsky, P.V. Bundzyak

ITommpenHa Ta "KMUBJIEHHA cipificbkoro garia y BykoBuHcbkomy Ilepenkaprarti Ta IIpyT-JHiCTPOBCBKOMY MeXKMpiddi.
- OM. Kuirin, IB. Crinbcekuit, ILB. Byuasak. - Bepkyt. 3 (2). 1994. - Ha ocHOBi JiiTepaTypHUX IsKepeJs MpoaHai3oBaHO
[IPOHMKHEHHHA CipilicbKOro AATJIa y IOCHiIKyBaHuil perion. Bupu, obifosnm 3i cxony Kapnatu, nmpouur o p. Juicrep, a 1o
1967 p. mexa apeasy mpocyHyJsach Iie paji - g0 niBHiyHOI yactmHm Tepromismbebkoi obsacti. ¥ IIpyr-dHicTpoBCBKOMY
Mesxupivui ta IIpukapnarti go 1990-x pp. #oro Bigmivasnu B 14 nmynxrax. Haiibinblne crocTrepeskeHb MpUIAa€ HA TPAaBEHb-
Jsuness (79,2 %). Tunoeumu Hioronamu € ppyxrosi cagn (40,0 % Bunazaxkie), jguctaxi Ta mimani pospimxeni gicu (33,3 %),
napku (20,0 %). Oxnun pas nraxa 6auniau cepej AepeBHUX HacamkeHb Ha Oepesi p. Masuit CipeT. 3a BeCb 4ac CIIOCTEPEIKEHD
4MCeJIbHICTh BUAY 3aJMIIaJach JOCUTh HU3bKOM. Haibinbi pigkicaum Bin € B paiioni BykoBuHcbknx KapraT, Kyay npoHuKae
mij 4ac KodiBeJsib 0 piuKoBMX AoJamHaX. MaTepiajn 1o sKMBJIEHHIO cipificbkoro natsa, 3i6pani y 1959-1969 pp., HaBezeHi y

Tabi. 2.
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The Syrian Woodpecker (Dendrocopos syriacus)
belongs to the considerably new breeding birds
of the study area. The species had not been listed
in avifaunistic works of Ukrainian, Polish and
Czechoslovak ornithologists till the mid XX-th
century. First notices about its expansion north-
wards are dated by 1950-1960-s (Strautman, 1963).
The mentioned author observed the birds in the
Transcarpathian region, in vineyards and orchards
of Vynogradiv in June 1948, at first for Ukraine.
3 years later F.I. Strautman happened to observe
the Syrian Woodpecker northwards from the
Carpathians - 3 immature birds were killed near
Zalishchyky in the Ternopil region. Alongside 3
woodpeckers were found in the Zoology
Department’s collection of Chernivtsi University.
They were killed in February and June, 1948 in
the orchards of Khotyn in Chernivtsi region
(Strautman, 1954, 1959, 1963; Strautman,
Rudishyn, 1954). Thus, the Syrian Woodpecker
turned the Carpathians round from the east and
reached the Dniester river. The border of the spe-
cies range till 1967 moved ever further, to the
northern limits of the Ternopil region (Tatarinov,
1973). Within the Prut-Dniester interfluve the
Syrian Woodpecker was found in the villages of
Balamutivka and Onut (1959). Alongside the spe-
cies’ range extended South-West, to the moun-
tain landscape zone borders (Tretyakov et al., 1991,
Godovanets et al., 1992). Until the 1990-s the spe-
cies had been observed in many places of the
studied area which are listed below.

Literary data on the Syrian Woodpecker eco-
logy in the study area are very scanty and re-
stricted mostly to indications of dates and points
of the species observations (Tretyakov et al., 1991;
Godovanets et al., 1992). Having summarized these
data, as well as unpublished materials we got a
picture of the species distribution and ecology.
As it is shown in the Table 1, the Syrian Wood-
pecker has been observed mostly in May-June
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(79,2 %). More seldom the species finds were in
the mid and end winter and, also, during the post-
breeding period.

Orchards, deciduous or mixed light forests and
parks are the most typical biotopes for the Syr-
ian Woodpecker (Klitin, 1959a, 1959b). It was ob-

Table 1

The Syrian Woodpecker occurrence in
Chernivtsi region
3ycTpivabHICTD CipifiICBKOTO JATIA Y
YepHiBelbkiii 00J1acTi

Decades Months

Heraan Micari

I II V. VI VII VIII

I 1 1 1 - 5 -
I - 1 4 3 - -
111 1 - - 4 2 1
n 2 2 5 7 7 1
%% 83 83 20,8 292 292 4.2

served there in 40.0, 33.3 and 20.0 % respectively
(n = 15). Once, the bird was found in the forest-
belt of the river Maliy Seret.

The Syrian Woodpecker number was rather
low in the past (Klitin, 1957, 1959b), and so it
remains now (our data). The species is especially
rare in the Bukovinian Carpathians (Bundzyak,
1993), where it can be seen during migrations
along the river valleys.

For the first time the attention is paid to pe-
culiarities of feeding specialization of the species,
though this question is rather well studied in the
neighbouring the Transcarpathian region (Talposh,
1975, 1993). Data on the species feeding were col-
lected in 1959-1969 (Table 2). More then 29 spe-
cies of plants and animals were identified in stom-
achs of birds killed in May-June.
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The Syrian Woodpecker distribution in
Chernivrsi region in 1948-1992

ITommupenHsa cipilicbkoro naTiaa y YepHiBelbkiil
obsacti 'y 1948-1992 pp.

Observation places:
Micisa crmocrepeskeHb:
(according to Strautman, 1954, 1959, 1963;
Strautman, Rudishyn, 1954; Marisova, 1965;
Tretyakov et al., 1991; Godovanets et al., 1992;
Skilsky, 1992; our data):
1 - Chernivtsi;

Glyboksky district: 2 - v. Petrashivka;
Zastavnivsky d.: 3 - town of Zastavna;

4 - v. Kostryzhivka;

5 - v. Balamutivka;

6 - v. Kadubivtsy;

7 - v. Onut;
Kelmenetsky d.: 8 - v. Babyn;

9 - v. Dnistrivka;
Kitsmansky d.: 10 - v. Zeleniv;
Novoselitsky d.: 11 - v. Dranytsa;

12 - v. Berestya;
Storozhynetsky d.: 13 - v. Banyliv-Pidgirny;

14 - v. Velykiy
Kuchuriv;
Khotynsky d.: 15 - t. Khotyn;

16 - v. Zelena Lipa.

Less readily the woodpeckers use vegetative
food: 52 items (4,8 %) of 5 species from 4 families
were discovered. The highest specific abundance
was noticed for the Hornbeam, the Crab Cherry
was the most common item.

Insects form a base of animal food (1032 items
- 94,9 %, 24 species from 5 orders, 14 families).
Most species belongs to the order Coleoptera -
more then 16 species. Lasius niger prevails as for
its number (892 imagos and pupas - 82,1 %) and
frequency (in more than a half of all stomachs).
Caterpillars of various butterflies also form an
important part of the Syrian Woodpecker ration
- in more than third of the stomachs. Other groups
were represented more rarely, Lumbricus
terrestris was among them. Also the birds’ egg-
shells were found in a June probe.

All in all only vegetative food was identified
in 7,7 9% of cases, animal only - in 53,8 % and
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mixed is left for the remainder. 24 stomachs (92,3
%) include animal food, 12 (46,2 %) - foetuses and
seeds.

Weights of stomachs (and their contents) were
as follows: 4,0 (0,7), 5,0 (1,9), 5,5 (2,2) and 6,5
(1,5) gr, 5,3 (1,6) gr on the average. Stomachs
without food weighted 3,1; 3,3; 3,3 and 5,0 gr, 3,7
gr on the average.

Thus, the Syrian Woodpecker can be conside-
red a very useful bird which exterminates many
pests of forest and orchards and hence deserves
a full protection.
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Table 2
The Syrian Woodpecker feeding in Chernivtsi region (n = 26 stomachs)
sKuBnenns cipiricekoro gartia y YepriBelbkiit obmacti (n = 26 mIyHKIB)
Food items Month - number of stomachs Total Occurence, %%
Cruta Tkl Micanp - KiJbKiCTb HIJIVHKIB Beboro  3ycerpidasibHICTD
V-4 VI-11 VII-11
1 2 3 4 5 6
Vegetative
BETULACEAE
Carpinus betulus - 25/1% 271 21/2 77
FAGACEAE
Fagus sylvatica - - 12/3 12/3 11,5
Quercus robur 3/2 - - 3/2 7,7
MORACEAE
Morus alba - 171 - 1/1 3,8
ROSACEAE
Cerasus avium - /2 2/2 9/4 15,4
Animal
OLIGOCHAETA
LUMBRICIDAE
Lumbricus terrestris - - 171 1/1 3,8
INSECTA
DERMAPTERA
FORFICULIDAE
Forficula auricularia - - 5/2 5/2 7,7
HOMOPTERA
OSTOMATIDAE
gen. sp. 2/1 - 3/1 5/2 N
COLEOPTERA
CARABIDAE
Pterostichus vulgaris - - /1 171 3,8
Carabus nemoralis - - 2/1 2/1 3,8
HISTERIDAE
gen. sp. - - /1 171 3,8
ELATERIDAE
Elater cinnabarius 7/1 - - 7/1 3,8
BUPRESTIDAE
Dicerca aenea - - 171 171 3,8
CERAMBYCIDAE
Xylotrechus rusticus - - /1 171 3,8
CURCULIONIDAE
Rhynchites bacchus - - 5/1 5/1 3,8
Curculio sp. - - /1 171 3,8
Otiorrhynchus tristis 171 - - 171 3,8
Otiorrhynchus sp. 2/1 - - 2/1 3,8
SCOLYTIDAE
Scolytus ratzeburgi - /1 - 171 3,8
LUCANIDAE
Lucanus cervus - - 2/2 2/2 7,7
Sinodendron sp. - - /1 171 3,8
SCARABAEIDAE
Amphimallon solstivialis - /1 - 171 3,8
Onthophagus amyntas - - /1 171 3,8
Cetonia aurata - - 171 171 3,8

Melolontha melolontha 3/3 - 2/1 5/5 19,2
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1 2 3 4 5 6

HYMENOPTERA
FORMICIDAE
Lasius niger - 257/9 83/3 84012

-“-(p) - 52/ - 52/ 46,2
L. flavus - 37/1 - 37/1 3,8
Camponotus ligniperda - - /1 171 3,8
SIRICIDAE
Sirex sp. - - /1 171 3,8
LEPIDOPTERA
COSSIDAE
Cossus cossus (1) 9/2 - - 9/2 7,7
Zeuzera pyrina (1) 8/1 - - 8/1 3,8
gen. sp. (1) 19/3 4/3 7/ 3 3079 34,6
gen. sp. (p) 101 - - 1071 3,8
AVES
gen. sp. (egg shell) - - /1 /1 3,8
Stones - 171 - 1/1 3,8

Abrreviations (ckopo4yeHHA):

1 - larvas (mumumaKN);

P - pupas (nAameurn).

* - Specimen/stomachs (kiTbKicTb eK3eMIIAPIB/ KIJIbKICTD IIIIYHKIB);

** - 4 wooly bear caterpillars in one stomach. (B omHOMY HITyHKY 3HaieHi 4 BOJIOXATI TyCEHNLT] ).

LV. Skilsky,
Bukovinska-str. 974,
274001, Chernivtsi,
Ukraine.
Translated by I.V. Mikhalevich.
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Yanua Benura 6ina (Egretta alba). Hepracbka 0064, Yopuobansebkuit p-H. 19.07.1993 p. 30 oc. 6ina c.

Bopounni. A.B. ITogobaiiio
Jlenexa 6inmuit (Ciconia ciconia). Binrunbka o0J., JliTuacekuit p-H. 25.05.1993 p. jitaa srpaa 3 27 oc.
6ina c. MukyImHIL. C.O. JIonapnsos, B.A. MeabHN4yK

e Kwuiscbka 064 Bopucninbebkuit p-H. 28.05.1993 p. gitHa 3rpaa 3 16 oc. 6ina c. IIponis.
B.M. I'puintenko, M.H. T'aBpuiiox
Jleneka wopuuit (C. nigra). Bonuncbka 0041, Bononumvup-Boanscepkuit p-a. 12.09.1991 p. 4 oc. 6ina cmr.
OBapHo. ATl Cynuk

e Ipano-Ppankiscbka 0041, Iagunpkuii p-g. 21.09.1993 p. 1 oc. 6ina c. Temupismi.

T'"M. Bacuibpuyk

e JIpBiBchbKa 0041, dBopiBchrmit p-a. 20.09.1993 p. 1 oc. 6ina c. Bisxomas. M.A. fcHin

e Yepmniserbka 0041, Kinvascbruit p-y. 14.08.1992 p. 1 oc. 6ina c. Mamaisi. IB. I';ribxa

Opunan-6inoxsict (Haliaeetus albicilla). Xmenpaunbka 004, JleTuuicbruii p-g. 26.11.1993 p. 1 oc.
6ina c. ToJsockis. B.O. HoBak

e Yepkacbka 00J., YopHobaiBebkuit p-H. 25.05.1993 p. 1 sad 6ina c. IlepriorpaBHEBe.
M.H. T'aBpuiiok
3wmiein (Circaetus gallicus). 3akapnarcbka 00J., PaxiBepkmit p-g. 8.08.1993 p. 1 oc. Hag xp. Ilemryn

0ina c. Keacn. IL.B. Byunsak
JIyup moswoBuit (Circus cyaneus). IBano-Ppankicbka 064., 'opomenkiBebkmit p-g. 2.01.1994 p. 1
caMelb B OKOIUIAX M. ['oponeHKa. IL.B. Byunsak

Cumn 6inorososuit (Gyps fulvus). Kpum. Cimdepononbeskuit p-H. 8.05.1992 p. 7 oc. Hag xp. YaTupnar.
€.]1. A6soHOBCHKA

Cancan (Falco peregrinus). PiBHeHcbKa 004., ManHiBcbkuit p-H. 3.11.1991 p. 1 oc. 6insa c. HoBoykpainka.
B.O. HoBax




