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RESULTS OF GEESE AND SWANS COUNT DURING WINTERING
IN AZERBAIJAN IN 1993 AND 1996

E. Soultanov, P. Mosley, D. Paynter, T. Aarvak

PesyabTaThl yyera ryceii u jebeneii Ha 3aumMoBke B AzepGaiimxkane B 1993 u 1996 rr. - 3. Cyaraunos, II. Moycau, /.
Isiinrep, T. OpBak. - Bepkyrt. 7 (1-2). 1998. - IIpuBozsiTcst pe3y. IbTaThl BEPTOJETHOTO yueTa B siiBape-enpase 1993 r., a takske
Ha3eMHBIX JKCIIeANIMIT B HavaJe Jexabpst 1995 r. u sHBape-denpase 1996 r. B 1993 r. Ha ocHOBHBIX BoioeMax AseplaiijizkaHa 1
BJIOJIb TOGEPEKbsT HAa 3UMOBKe ObLT0 otMedero 13 151 rycs u 6560 neGepneii. ITo wacTnunbiM yueram B ce3on 1995 /1996 rr. Moo
MIPEAIIOIOKUTD, YTO YHCJIEHHOCTD Jebe/ieil OblIa Ha 3MMOBKE 110 KpaiiHell Mepe B/[BOe HIKe, a I'ycell — COXPAaHUJIACh Ha IPEKHEM
yposHe. ['ycu 10 Bi/Ia He OIpeIeIsINCh, BUIOBYIO IPUHA/JIENKHOCTD Jiebe/iell B OT/eJIbHBIX CIYYasx yIaBaJoch onpeieantsb: B K-
3BLT-ArauCcKOM 3ar0Be/[HIKE MPe0l.Ia Il IHIYHbI, B GOJIBITIMHCTBE [PYTHX MECT — KJINKYHBI. Pe3yIbTaTbl HA3eMHBIX SKCIIEHIII
MOKA3aJI1, YTO MUCKYJIbKA [0 YHCJIEHHOCTH Jlaske mpeobagaeT Haj 6esono6pivM rycem. B IIIupBaHCcKOM 3al0BeIHUKE OTMEYEH HA 3H-
MOBKe MaJIblii jte6e/ib. MaccoBblil IpHUJIET ryceil TPUXOAUTCs Ha Havyaao aeka6psi. B KbI3bli-ArauckoM 3aoBe/iHIKe B ATOT HEPUO/T
ormeuamnock ot 60 (1996 r.) 10 400 (1995 r.) Thic. . OgHAKO MOCTE OTABIXA B TeueHne 5—10 mHell 60MbIIMHCTBO Tycell mpo-
JIOJDKAIOT Ty Th Ha for. JleGeu IprObIBAIOT B OCHOBHOM B SIHBape U UX YHCJIEHHOCTD pacteT K (eBpasio. A3epOail/izkaH sBISETCs O/1-
HUM 13 BAKHEHIINX MeCT 3MMOBKH M OT/IbIXa HA MIPOJIETE HE TOJBKO MACCOBBIX, HO M TAKUX PEAKHX BU/IOB KaK MUCKYJIbKA 1 MAJIbIi

1e6e/1b.
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Helicopter counts of birds was carried out with
the help of Azerbaijan Academy of Sciences and
State Ecology Committee 12—-21.01 and 1-12.02.
1993 (Soultanov, Mustafayev, 1994). 2-13.12.1995
bird counts along sea coast from Buzovna to the
Kyzyl-Agach Nature Reserve was conducted by E.
Soultanov and P. Mosley. 28.01—13.02.1996 counts
were carried out in the Kyzyl-Agach and the Shir-
van Nature Reserves, Sarysu and Mahmudchala
lakes by E. Soultanov, D. Paynter and T. Aarvak.

27.01 and 1.02.1996 the helicopter count was con-
ducted along the sea coast with the help of Azer-
baijan International Operating Company and Az-
erbaijan Ornithological Society. The air count oc-
cured by the method of E. Soultanov (Soultanov
et al., 1993). During land expeditions we used
counts from car, boat and on foot by standard
methods.

Results are presented in Tables 1 and 2. Com-
parison of the Tables shows that the helicopter

Table 1
Results of the count of geese and swans from helicopter in 1993 and 1996
PesyabraTel yuyera ryceit u mebeneit ¢ Beprosiera B 1993 u 1996 rr.
1993 1996

Place Mecro Geese Swans* Geese Swans

Iycu Jle6enu* I'ycu  Jle6enn
Agzybir (Divichi) lake 03. Arspi6up (Jlusmum) - 732 C. o. -
Sea coast Divichi — Sumgait [usuun — Cywmraunt - 5 - 408
Sea coast Sumgait — Alat Cymrant — Aussr - 921 C. c. - 49
Sea coast Lokbatan — Alat  Jloxk6Gatan — Auar 50 259
Hagygabul lake 03. AJKuKaGy.T - 46 C. c.
Sarysu lake 03. Cappicy 855 283
Aggyol and Bozgoba lakes 03. Arresib u Bosro6a 835 880
Mehman lake 03. Mexman 6 38 C. o.
Agynohur lake 03. AJUKUHOYD 140 -
Mingachevir reservoir Munreyaypckoe BAXP. 174 78
Shorgyol lake (Shirvan) 03. lloprennp 163 742 (C. c.:.C. 0= 3:1) 783-800 308-350
Mahmudchala lake 03. Maxmymuana 1190 1193 (C. c.:C. 0 =2:1)
Kyzyl-Agach Nature Reserve  Kbi3bli-Arauckuii 3amos. 9738 1383 (C. c.:C. 0 =1:10) 808 10
Kura estuary — Kyzyl-Agach [lesbra Kypor — Kbisbui-Arau - - 400 29
Total: Bcero: 13 151 6 560 2 008 846

Note: As a rule it is impossible to identify the species from helicopter, only for separate birds. For
geese it is impossible. In 1996 the main places of geese and swans concentration were not investigated

owing to weather conditions.

[Mpumeuanune: Kak nmpaBuio Hesb3si ONpPeeJUTh BUJl C BEPTOJIETA, TOJBKO JIJIS OTAEJTbHBIX ocobeil. [luis
ryceil — HeBo3MOxHO. B 1996 r. B cBSI3W ¢ TOrOJHBIMU YCJOBHUSIMH OCHOBHbIE MECTa KOHIIEHTDPAIMH

ryceii u snebeneit He ObLIA O6GCJIETIOBAHDI.
* C. 0. — Cygnus olor, C. c. — C. cygnus.
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Results of counts in land expeditions in 1996

Pesynbrarer yyeroB HazeMHbIX akcreauiuit 1996 r.

Table 2

Place Mecto A.sp. A a. Aal. Ae. C.c. C.o. C.b. C. sp.
Sarysu lake 03. Capsicy - 700 40 41% 13 22 - -
Shorgyol lake 03. I[opremnnb - 27  39** 94 102 - 2 -
Mahmudchala lake 03. Maxmymguara - 6 - - 104 185 - -
Kyzyl-Agach Kbi3bis1-Arau 400000 1490 741  1058* - - - -
Total: Bceero: 400000 2223 781 94 217 207 2 -

* — or/wmm A. albifrons, ** —

(+39) (+1099)

or/nmm A. erythropus.

A. sp. — Anser sp., A. a. — A. anser, A. al. — A. albifrons, A. e. — A. erythropus, C. o. — Cygnus
olor, C. c. — C. cygnus, C. b. — C. bewickii, C. sp. — C. species.

count is as a rule fuller but land expeditions per-
mit to identify species more exactly. The Greylag
Goose (Anser anser) prevails at the lake Sarysu.
In other places the Lesser White-fronted Goose
(A. erythropus) and the White-fronted Goose (A.
albifrons) have bigger numbers (see also Paynter
et al., 1996). Among swans the Mute (Cygnus
olor) and Hooper (C. cygnus) Swans prevail each
in different places.

Very interesting observations were made in the
Shirvan Nature Reserve. The Bewick’s Swan (Cyg-
nus bewickii) was found here. Number of the Lesser
White-fronted Goose prevails over the White-front-
ed Goose in the reserve. In the Kyzyl-Agach Na-
ture Reserve the gigantic concentration of geese
was noted early December. We have registered
until 400 000 geese on 8.12.1995 (2-13.12.1995
we observed only 190 geese in North Apsheron
and 32 swans between the Kura estuary and Kyzyl-
Agach) and 60 000 geese from helicopter 7.12.1996.
These birds stay in the Kyzyl-Agach as a rule 5-10
days and then continue their migration to the
south. The majority of geese arrive in Azerbaijan
early December but for the short time, only the
part from them remains here during the whole
winter. Swans arrive mainly in January and their
number increases to February.

Comparison of results of the winter counts in
places where they were carried out in 1993 and
1996 (unfortunately the count in Kyzyl-Agach was
incomplete in 1996) shows that the number of swans
was at least 2 times less in 1996 but the number of
geese was evidently close to results of 1993.

Obtained data confirm that Azerbaijan is one
from the most important places for wintering and
stopover site not only for common species but
also for threatened and rare ones.
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