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POPULATION OF THE SLENDER-BILLED CURLEW BECOMES
STEADY, MONITORING RESEARCHES ARE NECESSARY

D.N. Nankinov

TTomyIsius TOHKOKJIIOBOTO KPOHILHETIA CTAHOBUTCSI YCTOWYNBOIA, HEOGXO/MMbI MOHUTOPUHIOBbI€ HcceqoBanus. - [I.H. HaHkuHOB.
- Bepkyr. 7 (1-2). 1998. - XoTst mupoko pacnpocTpaHeHo MHEHIE 00 HCKJIIOYUTENbHON PEAKOCTH TOHKOKJIIOBOTO KPOHIITHENA, OH
peryJsipHo 1ocemaer Bousrapuio. B teyenune nocsieanux ser Berpeun craim 6osiee yactbiMu. Takske GoJiee yacTble ceifyac Ha6-
JIIOJIEHUST HA 3AITaJIHOM U ceBepHOM noGepeskbe UepHOro MOpst M B IPYrHX MecTax. JTO CBUJETENBCTBYET O HavyaJle CTaGUIN3aIuN
HOTYJISIINK. BIaronpusiTHoe BJIHMSIHIE OKA3bIBAIOT YMEHBIICHHE 3arPsI3HEHNUST CPE/Ibl OGUTAHNS, TIOSIBJICHHE HEUCIIOIb3YEMBbIX TI0JIeiT 1
1acTOUII, CHIDKEHIE [IPecca OXOThI B PE3yJIbTaTe TSXKEJIOr0 SKOHOMUYECKOTO KPU3UCA B HEKOTOPBIX U3 BOCTOYHOEBPOIIEHCKUX CTPAH.
B nocsietyonye ecsiTHIeTHsT BO3MOKHbI CJIyYaiiHble M3MEHEHHsI B YCIENTHOCTH Pa3MHOMKEHHsT TOHKOKJIIOBOTO KPOHIITHEIA, HO B I1e-

JIOM YMCJE€HHOCTD IIOITY JIAIUU 6yueT BO3pacCTaTh.
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I know that such title will provoke surprise
and bewilderment in some naturalists, dilettantes
and professional ornithologists, as the word is about
one of the rarest and most mysterious bird on the
Earth, considered as “undoubtedly dying species”
or even as “completely extinct species” (Kozlova,
1962; Ivanov, 1976). There are mentioned lower
and lower figures for its number in the literature:
1000 individuals (Sorokin, 1984), 800 (Flint,
1978), 100—400 (Gretton, 1991), 300 (Winokurov,
1982), 50—300 (Baccetti, Zenatello, 1996), 50—
270 (Stroud, 1997), 50—-200 (“L’ Homme et
I’oiseau”,1995, 1:10), less than 100 individuals
(“Dutch Birding”, 1988, 10: 145), several dozens
of pairs (Kistyakovsky, 1980), etc.

However my observations in Bulgaria and the
collected information about the past and the pre-
sent state of the Slender-billed Curlew (Numenius
tenuirostris), make me think in a different way. I
have been occupied seriously with its observation
in the last two decades. I have recorded it many
times. I published several scientific works (Nan-
kinov, 1899, 1991, 1994a, 1994b, 1996, 1997, Nan-
kinov et al., 1998; Nankinov, Minchev in press)
and great number of popular articles. I may assert
that for the preservation of the Slender-billed
Curlew as a species on the Earth, the territory of
Bulgaria is very important. My country is situ-
ated between the supposed Westsiberian nesting
places and the most distant Moroccan wintering
areas and so the bird visits it regularly. During
the period 1869—1996 there are 88 announcements
(495 individuals altogether) about meetings of the
Slender-billed Curlew in Bulgaria. From them only
for the last six years (1991-1996) these meetings
are 48 (or 55 %) and the number of the recorded
individuals is 143 (29 %): 1991 — 20 individuals,
1992 — 13, 1993 — 37, 1995 — 2 and 1996 — 71
ones. I must emphasise that only in 1993 a pur-
poseful searching of the Slender-billed Curlew to-
gether with a mass inquiry were accomplished.
Because of the lack of money during the next
years there were no such observations or they were
insufficient. However the irregular recordings,
strikes the fact that the number of the Slender-
billed Curlew in Bulgaria increases, especially in
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1996 in comparison with the previous years. If the
researches in the last years were of large dimen-
sions and were in different parts of the country
then the recorded Slender-billed Curlews would
have been several times more. The flock which we
observed in spring of 1996 on the Lake Atanasovsko
(Nankinov et al., 1998) shows that the migration
of the Slender-billed Curlew is in stages and the
concentrations on places, favourable for feeding
and resting on their route, are of different indi-
viduals. For example between 11 and 19.04 the
composition of the flock changes as follow: 11, 12
and 13.04 — 3 adults and 1 young bird; 14, 15, 16
and 17.04 — 6 adults and 2 young; 18 and 19.04
— 7 adults and 2 young birds.

In confirmation of our thoughts that the popu-
lation of the Slender-billed Curlew becomes steady
and there are the first steps for the increasing of
its number are the more frequent records of the
species along the North and West Black Sea coast
and on other places: South Ukraine — 2 records
in September 1993 (A. Gretton, pers. com.); South-
west Ukraine, river Sarata, 29.09.1996 — 2 indi-
viduals (Nankinov, 1997); Black Sea Nature Re-
serve, 2.08.1995 — 2 individuals and 4.08.1996
— 1+1 birds (Adamatskaya, 1996, 1997); Ukrai-
nian part of the Danube delta, 18.08.1994 — 1
individual; 17.09 and 16.10.1996 — 1+1 individu-
als on the Romanian part of the Danube delta —
“Janosh Kish several times recorded small flocks”
(Zhmud, 1997a); 1.10.1993 — 2 birds in Galych
district of Ivano-Frankivsk region (Buchko, Shkol-
ny, 1994). We can add the announcement of E.
Nowak “about several dozens of wintering Slen-
der-billed Curlews in Iran” (Zhmud, 1997b). I
am sure that during the last years on the Balkans
and on other places along the migratory route of
the species there are others records of Slender-
billed Curlews too, which are not published yet
and therefore are unknown.

There are two suggestions for the supposed
breeding places of the Slender-billed Curlew: the
first one — the vast marshes of the Westsiberian
taiga and the second one — the forestry marshes,
situated amidst of a hilly landscape. It is possible
the species to breed on both places, but there can
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Population of the Slender-billed Curlew becomes steady

be surprises, and the nesting areas can be several,
isolated on great distances from each other. They
can be most easily found with satellite following
of birds with transmitters fixed on their bodies. It
is glad that the Japanese telegraph and telephone
corporation and BirdLife International (“Birding
World”, 1996, 9, 4: 121-122) already work on this
problem. In this respect the collaborators of the
Bulgarian Ornithological Centre can help as they
know best when and where the catchment of the
Slender-billed Curlews and the attachment of the
transmitters are possible.

I hope that in the next years all nesting places
of the Slender-billed Curlews will be found and
we will try to estimate its real number. I suppose
that its number is not under the critical mini-
mum, the minimum vital population is not reached.
Therefore the species increases its number and the
chances for its survival are already bigger. Now
the stabilisation of the population of the Slender-
billed Curlew is stimulated by several factors, but
as if three of them are most important. 1. Decreas-
ing pollution (and degradation) of some habitats
with harmful for the species substances (poisons,
radioactive and industrial wastes, etc.) in the sup-
posed nesting places in Russia and Kazakhstan, as
well as along its migratory route, especially in the
Eastern European countries: Bulgaria, ex-Yugo-
slavia, Romania, Ukraine and others. 2. The un-
kempt agriculture and stock-breeding in the East-
ern European countries. Vast areas in regions with
previously intensive agriculture and also some
pastures, are uncultivated for years. During migra-
tions birds found there security and plenty of fresh
food: insects and their larvae, worms, bulbs, green
grass. 3. The decreasing activity of the hunters in
the same countries and nearly ceased shot of wad-
ers in some countries, for example, in the last
hunting season in Bulgaria. The mentioned fac-
tors are closely connected with the economic cri-
sis, which engrossed during the last tenth years.

The population of the Slender-billed Curlew
becomes steady. Its number cased its decreasing.
The records of the species become more frequent
on the migratory route. In the next decades occa-
sional variations in the breeding success of the
birds are possible, but as a whole the population
slowly but surely will increase its number. The
monitoring researches will prove this. Bulgaria is
the country, where such long monitoring researches
of the Slender-billed Curlew can be realised by
watching its number in different stations. The re-
sults of these observations will provide a possibil-
ity for an exact registration of the annual varia-
tion in the number of the species and also for
timely respond against the danger and for the es-
tablishing of efficient measures for protection.
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