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PHENOLOGY OF AUTUMN MIGRATION
OF THE HOOPOE IN UKRAINE

Vitaly Grishchenko

Abstract. Phenological data were collected for the period since 1975 till 2002. Total 543 dates of last
observation for all 25 regions of Ukraine were analysed. Last hoopoes are observed in various places from the
first half of August up to the third ten-day of September and October. Average long-term dates of the last observation
in separate regions fluctuate from 29.08 till 20.09 (Table). Variation (standard deviation) of times of departure
fluctuates from 9,1 to 17,9 days in different regions, on average it makes 12,9 + 0,5 days (n = 25). Phenological
map of departure was prepared. For a longest time hoopoes stay in west, central and south-east parts of Ukraine.
There are three stripes of earlier departure (Fig.).
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®eHosI0THS OCeHHel MUTpanuy ynoaa B Ykpause. - B.H. I'pumenxo. - Bepkyrt. 11 (2). 2002. - /lanHble
coOpaHbl IpH MOMONIH (hEHOIOTHYECKOH aHKETHI, HCIOIb30BAaHbl TaKXkKe JTHTEepaTypHbIE CBEICHUS U
coOcTBeHHBIe HabmoneHus. Beero 3a mepuox 1975-2002 rr. momydeno 543 deHomarsl u3 Bcex obmacrteif
Vkpaunsl 1 AP Kpsim. TTocinenHux yoa0B HaOMIOAA0T B Pa3HBIX MECTAaX C CEPEIUHbI aBI'yCTa JI0 TPEThei
JIeKa/Ibl CEHTSIOPst M OKTAOPSL. J1yist GosbIIMHCTBA 00IacTel CpeIHssi MHOTOJICTHSIS 1aTa IOCIICAHEro HaOIOIeHHS
MPUXOJMUTCS HA IMEPBYIO MOJOBUHY CeHTAOps. CTaHJapTHOE OTKIOHEHHE B cpeaHeMm cocrasiser 12,9 + 0,5
el (n=25). [Toctpoena GpeHonornyeckas Kapra OKOH4YaHUs oceHHel Murpanuu. OTiIeT HJIeT HEPaBHOMEPHO.
JlonbIre Bcero yIoAb! 3aIep>KUBAIOTCS B 3aIlaHBIX, IEHTPAIbHBIX U IOTO-BOCTOUHBIX o0nacTsax Ykpauusl. Ha
KapTe BBLAEIAIOTCS TPH HOJIOCH O0jIee paHHEro OTIeTa.

The Hoopoe (Upupa epops) is a common
and widespread bird species in Ukraine. Its
breeding range covers the whole territory of
the country. This species breeds also in coun-
tries to the north: Baltic states, Belarus, Rus-
sia. Main wintering grounds are situated in
Africa (Glutz von Blotzheim, Bauer, 1994;
Hustings, 1997; Kristin, 2001).

Material and methods

Phenology of bird migrations was studied
in Kyiv university with the help of special phe-
nological questionnaire. The department of
zoology have been sending it on the whole ter-
ritory of Ukraine since 1975. This work was
directed by Dr. V.V. Serebryakov. Question-
naires were received by teachers, schoolchil-
dren, scientists, amateur-ornithologists, etc. We
have processed data about autumn migration
of 30 bird species, including the Hoopoe
(Grishchenko, 1994a). They have made a ba-
sis of this work. Later the additional informa-
tion was obtained from birdwatchers. The lit-
erature data (Klestov, Osipova, 1992; Mari-
sova et al., 1992; Grishchenko, 1993; Knysh,
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1994; Kotsyuruba, Shupova, 1994; Beskara-
vayny, 1995; Potapov, 1995; Afanasyev, 1998;
Ocheretny, 1998; Polyushkevich, 1998; Grish-
chenko, Gavrilyuk, 2000; Gavrilyuk, 2002;
Novak, 2002) and own unpublished observa-
tions were used too.

Last observation of the Hoopoe was regis-
tered. Obtained data cover the period in 28
years (1975-2002). Total we have 543 records
from all 25 regions of Ukraine. They were
grouped by regions. For them average dates
of departure were calculated (Table). In the
Table main statistic information is presented:
mean value, standard error, standard deviation,
extreme dates. Phenological map of migration
were built on the ground of these data (Fig.).
We have used the territorial method of pheno-
logical mapping: the average date is attributed
to the geographic centre of a territory, in this
case it is an administrative region (Grish-
chenko, 1994b).

Results and discussion

Last hoopoes are observed in various
places of Ukraine from the first half of August
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up to the third ten-day of September and Oc-
tober. Average long-term dates of the last ob-
servation in separate regions fluctuate from
29.08 til1 20.09, the majority of them accounts
for the first half of September (Table). Varia-
tion (standard deviation) of times of departure
fluctuates from 9,1 to 17,9 days in different
regions, on average it makes 12,9 + 0,5 days
(n=25).

The departure goes uneven. There are ar-
eas with earlier and later times of the last ob-
servation. For a longest time hoopoes stay in
west, central and south-east parts of Ukraine.
Stripes of the early departure pass in the south-
west direction over the Carpathians, to the

south from Sumy region over the Crimea, to
the south over Lugansk region (Fig.).
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Phenological map of the end of migration of the Hoopoe in Ukraine.
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