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GEESE ANSER SPP.

IN NORTHEASTERN

SLOVENIA DURING AUTUMN AND WINTER

Milan Vogrin

Abstract. During the winter three species of geese (Anser anser, A. albifrons, A. fabalis) are common in
Slovenia. The most common species which overwinter is 4. fabalis. The most important site for this species is
Ormoz reservoir on the river Drava where up to 3200 individuals can be observed.
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I'ycu B CeBepo-Boctounoii CiioBeHUH oceHbI0 M 3uMOii. - M. Borpun. - BepkyT. 13 (2). 2004. - Tpu
BHUJa ryceii poxa Anser (cepblit, 6e10100b1i 1 TyMeHHUK) 00bI4HBI B CI0BEHHH BO BpeMs 3uMoBKH. Hanbomnee
MHOTOYMCIICH U3 3UMYIOLIUX I'yceil TYMEHHUK. BakHeHIIMM MeCTOM 3MMOBKH JIJIsl 3TOTO BHJA SBIISETCS BOJO-
xpanmiuie Opmox Ha p. Jpasa, riae Habmonanocsk 10 3200 ocobeid.

1. Introduction

Distribution and numbers of geese in
Slovenia during winter are satisfactorily known
(Sovine, 1994 and references therein). This
paper presents the numbers and distributions
of geese observed in Slovenia during autumn
and winter with special attention paid to the
only regular wintering site for geese in the
country.

2. Study area and methods

In northeastern Slovenia, agricultural land-
scapes prevail in the lowland. The area belongs
to the sub-Pannonic phytogeographical area
(Marincek, 1987). The climate is modified
Continental (Furlan, 1990).

The Ormoz reservoir on the river Drava,
which is the most stable site for geese in
Slovenia, covers approximately 300 ha
(46°23°N, 16°11°E) and is one of the largest
reservoirs in the country. The reservoir is situ-
ated in northeastern Slovenia on the border
with Croatia.

3. Results and discussion

Four species of geese Anser spp. (Anser
anser, A. albifrons, A. fabalis, A. brachyrhyn-
chus) can be seen in Slovenia; however, Pink-
footed Goose (4. brachyrhynchus) occurs very
rarely (Sovine, 1994). Geese occur in both
freshwater and marine areas; nevertheless, in
marine areas geese are rare (Skornik et al.,
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1990). In general, geese are concentrated in
northeastern Slovenia. The estimated midwin-
ter population of geese in northeastern Slo-
venia between 1991 and 2002 are as follows:
Greylag Goose (Anser anser) up to 500, Bean
Goose (4. fabalis) between 250 and 3200 and
White-fronted Goose (4. albifrons) up to 250
individuals. The distribution of geese is simi-
lar over the years, with more than 90 % occur-
ring in one main area, i.e. the river Drava.

During surveys geese were regularly re-
corded in September and October when a few
birds were observed elsewhere (pers. obs.). In
almost all arecas where observation was car-
ried out the numbers of geese increase from
autumn to winter. However, Greylag Goose is
much more common during autumn migration.
Migrating flocks were observed first of all in
October, November, December and March.
They feed mainly on fields of winter cereal
and on meadows. Numbers of Bean and White-
fronted Geese were generally larger during
January and February than in December. The
same phenomenon was observed elsewhere.
Small numbers of the Greenland White-fronted
Goose (4. a. flavirostirs) and the Taiga Bean
Goose (4. f- fabalis were) also recorded in
northeast Slovenia (pers. obs.).

In all years, large numbers of geese, par-
ticularly Tundra Bean (4. fabalis rossicus) and
White-fronted Geese (4. a. albifrons), were
recorded on Ormoz reservoir. It is the only
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regular night roost
for geese in Slo-
venia (Sovinc,
1994; Vogrin,
1995). The time of
autumn/winter ar-
rival probably de-
pends on weather
conditions in the
northern areas, but
the arrival takes
place throughout
December and
early  January.
Geese aggregate to
roost at night
shortly before dusk,
the last flocks arriv-
ing when it is al-
most completely
dark.

The value of the
Ormoz reservoir is
twofold: it is a rest-
ing place for mi-
grating birds and a site for wintering of aquatic
birds (mainly ducks, geese and Great Cormo-
rants (Phalacrocorax carbo)) (Bibi¢, 1988;
pers.obs.). The importance of the site for wa-
terfowl breeding is negligible because of the
lack of vegetation on the reservoir.

Nevertheless, aquatic birds suffered from
substantial disturbance during winter, caused
mainly by hunting by foreign (Italian) hunters
(Vogrin, 1996). The consequences of the dis-
turbance are probably indicated by the declin-
ing number of Bean and White-fronted Geese.
At the end of the 1990s, flocks of three to four
thousand Bean Geese often roosted at Ormoz
reservoir during January and February. Dur-
ing the last few years, flocks averaged only
about 250-900 birds, and flocks occurred
much less frequently (Figure). Decreasing
numbers of Bean Geese are statistically sig-
nificant (r;=-0.81, P <0.01, n = 12). Num-
bers of White-fronted Geese declined even
more (Vogrin, 1996). For example, in the
1990s up to 1500 White-fronted Geese roosted
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Average numbers of Bean Geese at the Ormoz reservoir in 1991-2002
during December — February.

CpeHsis YMCIEHHOCTh T'yMEHHUKA Ha Bofoxpanuuie Opmox B 1991—
2002 rr. B nexabpe — ¢eppaire.

in this area (Sovine, 1994; pers. obs.), whereas
in the last few years only small flocks were
present (up to 200 birds). On the other hand,
numbers of White-fronted Geese also de-
creased in other areas in Central Europe, if we
compare data from Timmerman et al. (1976),
Cramp, Simmons (1977), Dick (1990) and
Madsen (1991). A strong decrease was ascer-
tained particularly in the Pannonian area
(Mooij, 1996).

Overall, the Ormoz reservoir is of great
importance as a goose wintering site, particu-
larly for Bean Goose. The region is of interna-
tional importance for this species in Central
Europe, if we compare data from Cramp, Sim-
mons (1977) and Komdeur (1992).
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THI3/ITYBAHHH
CTEIIOBOTO KAHIOKA
HA JIIBOBEPEKHIN
JTHINTPOIIETPOBIIUHI

Breeding of the Long-legged Buzzard in east
part of Dnipropetrovsk region. - M.A. Listopad-
sky - Berkut. 13 (2). 2004. - A nest was found near
the village of Popasne (48.49 N, 35.32 E) in Novo-
moskovsk district in 2003. [Ukrainian].

[Tix yac nmpoBeeHHs TOCIIKeHb Ha 6a3i
IIpucamapcekoro 0iocdepHoOro cramioHapy
KEAY im. O.JI. Bensrapaa, B oHiit 3 6ajiok
Oaceliny cepennboi Teuii p. Camapu 2.04.2003
p. Oys10 3HANACHO THI3I0 CTEIOBOTO KaHIOKA
(Buteo rufinus). Henomanik 3HaXOAUTHCS C.
ITonacue HOBOMOCKOBCBKOTO p-HY.

I'Hizno posramosaHe B Oanui bpaxnna
(ypounuie UepHymmHo), Ha y3iicci Oaipau-
HOTO JIiCy y BiAramxyxeHHi Oanku, Ha ay0i
(Quereus rubur) ua Bucoti 9 m. [ToOymoBane
Ha CKEJICTHHX TiKax 011 cToBOypa nepesa.
B notky 3HaliiIeHO IIMaTKHU KapTOHY 5 X 5 CM,
narip (00ropoTKy 3 IJISIIKH), YPUBOK TIOJTi-
eTuieny npuoin3Ho 50 x 60 cM, yacTkoBO BOY-
JIOBAaHOTO B THI3/I0, IKE CKIIIAEThCSI TEPEBAK-
HO 3 T'1JI0K Ay0a. Po3mipu THi3aa (cM): BucoTa

— 65, miametp THi3ma — 75, TTHOWHA JTOTKA —
13, miametp motka — 30.

B ruizni 3Haiigeno 3 s, 3a0apBaeHHS
ix xapakrepHe a5 KaHIOKiB. OnHe sifie Mae
TBMSHI TUIIMH Ha BiIMiHY BiJ IHIINX JBOX 3
O1LBII SICKPaBUM 1 YiTKO BUPKEHUM 3a0apB-
neHHsM. [Tpu o0cTeXeHHI THI3Ia ITaxy JiTa-
JIY 3 KpuKaMu HaJl JTicoM. CItifi BIAMITHTH, 110
HETOIUTIK MICIISl THI3TyBaHHS ITapH BEIEThCS
BHIIAC OBEIlb, HA MOMIOHMIA BUTIA/IOK 3BEPTAE
yBary i B.B. Berpos (2002). 27.09.2003 p. He-
MOJIAJTIK THi3/Ia TIPU TIOBTOPHOMY OOCTEXKEHHI1
OyJ10 3HAI/IEHO MOJIO/IOTO CTETMOBOTO KAHIOKA,
BOUTOTrO OpakoHbepamu. Ilicas BU3HAYCHHS,
yepern ntaxa Oys nepemanmii B {1IM HAH VYk-
painu (M. JIbBiB).
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