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MOORHEN AND LITTLE CRAKE FEEDING
ON CARRION

Michal Ciach

Abstract. On January 10, 1999 on the Vistula River in the center of Krakéw (S Poland) two adult Moorhens
were seen foraging on a dead gull. A similar observation was recorded December 15, 2001 in the Sotacki City
Park in Poznan (W Poland) when a Moorhen was seen to be foraging on a dead Mallard. This phenomenon may
be adaptive in nature. The use of carrion by Moorhens may be related to the more frequent wintering of this
species in urban areas of central Europe. On October 11, 2004 near the city of Diyarbakir (37°54’N 40°15’E, SE
Turkey) a Little Crake was seen to be foraging on a dead frog. Comparing the size of the frog with the average
size of a bird’s body the thorax could have been about 5-7 cm. It is the first record of a Little Crake foraging on
carrion and also the first time a vertebrate was seen to be part of the diet of this species.
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IIuTanue NaJalb0 KAMBIIIHUIBI M MAJIOT0 Noroubima. - M. Iisax. - BepkyT. 13 (2). 2004. - 10.01.1999
r. Ha p. Bucna B uentpe KpakoBa HaOnmomanach KaMmblIIHUIA, KOPMUBLIAsICS Ha MEpTBOU uaiike. [10100HBII
ciyyait ormeuer u 15.12.2001 1. B oxHOM U3 napkoB [To3HaHM: KaMbIIIHUIIA KOPMHIIACh HA MEPTBOW KpSKBE.
IMoenanue na/1anm KaMbIIIHAULIAMH MOXET OBITh CBSI3aHO C YYaCTHBILMMH CITy4asiMi 3MMOBKH B ypOosanmadre
LentpansHoii EBporsr. 11.10.2004 r. B . Ausipbaxup B Typuun HaOMIOAANICS Mablil MOTOHBILI, TOCAABIIMI
MEpTBYIO JIATYLIKY. DTO TIEpPBbIi OTMEUCHHbIH CITy4ail MUTaHKs BU/A 1a/IaJIbIo, @ TAKKE O3BOHOYHBIMH KUBOT-

HBIMH.

Most Palearctic species of Rails, Gallinules
and Coots (Rallidae) are omnivorous. Al-
though their diets are made up of a very wide
variety of both plant and animal foods (Cramp,
Simmons, 1980), it has not been well re-
searched. Moorhens (Gallinula chloropus)
feed on leaves, buds, fruits and plant seeds as
well as earthworms, spiders, insects and mol-
luscs. They can also feed on tadpoles, small
fish, birds’ eggs and their shells as well as
scraps from houses. Furthermore they have
been seen to forage on fish and bird carrion.
Little Crakes (Porzana parva) primarily eat
small invertebrates — worms, spiders, insects
and snails — as well as seeds of aquatic plants
and — more rarely — vegetative parts (Cramp,
Simmons, 1980).

On January 10, 1999 on the Vistula River
in the center of Krakow (S Poland) two adult
Moorhens were seen foraging on a dead gull.
The bird was lying on the ground, its abdo-
men was open and the Moorhens were peck-
ing out fragments of tissue. It is possible that
earlier crows or gulls had opened the abdo-
men. Something similar was recorded Decem-
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ber 15,2001 in the Sotacki City Park in Poznan
(W Poland) when a Moorhen was seen to be
foraging on a dead Mallard (4nas platyrhyn-
chos), on which the Hooded Crows (Corvus
cornix) had foraged earlier (P. Wylggata in
litt.). Information about Moorhens consuming
carrion is extremely rare. This phenomenon —
related to the secretiveness of this species —
possibly could be more common and it could
be an adaptation. The described observations
took place in winter in urban locations. The
possibility of finding high calorie food near
city reservoirs could be connected with in-
crease of number of Moorhens wintering
within urbanized areas of Poland and the north
part of the range as well (Cempulik, 1992; To-
miatojé, Stawarczyk, 2003).

On October 11, 2004 near the city of Diyar-
bakir (37°54’N 40°15’E, SE Turkey) while
studying Rails and Crakes on an old river beds,
a foraging Little Crake in immature plumage
was seen having found a dead frog (Rana ridi-
bunda) floating on the plants’ surface. The bird
began to intensively peck at the dead frog, tear-
ing off pieces of tissue and at the end swal-
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lowing the skeleton with parts of the body.
Comparing the size of the frog with the aver-
age size of a Little Crake’s body its thorax
could have been 5-7 cm. The entire time of
consumption was seven minutes, after which
the bird cleaned itself for next six minutes. It
then continued to forage amidst the plants.
Observations were made at a distance of about
20 m using 20-60 x 82 spotting scope. It is the
first record of a Little Crake foraging on car-
rion and also the first time a vertebrate was
seen to be part of the diet of this species.
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O CJIYYAAX OXOTbl BPAHOBDIX ITTUIY
HA CU3bIX TOJIYBEM B TOPO/IE

N.P. Mepsaukun, A.A. TopGycenko

About cases of hunting of corvids on Rock Doves in city. - I.R. Merzlikin, A.A. Gorbusenko. - Berkut.
13 (2). 2004. - Several cases of hunting observed in Sumy (NE Ukraine) in 2001-2004 are described. Rock
Doves were attacked by Raven, Hooded Crow, Rook, Magpie, Jay. A Raven has brought down a pedigree dove
in flight and continued to peck it on ground. Other corvids attacked doves on ground. The tendency of predation
of corvids on Rock Doves is observed in urbanized territories last years. It can be connected with high number of

doves and easiness of preying them. [Russian].
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B Hacrosiiee BpeMsi JOCTaTO4HO MHOTO
BHUMAaHHUSI YACNSETCS U3YYECHHUIO CHHAHTPOIIH-
3aI[1K )KUBOTHBIX U UX Pa3JIMYHBIM TTOBE/ICH-
YeCKHUM aJanTanusM. BpaHOBbIE sBISETCS
OJTHOM U3 TAKUX TPYIIII IITHII, KOTOPBIE YCIIeII-
HO COCYIIECTBYIOT C YEIOBEKOM. Y OTAENbHBIX
BHJIOB, B YaCTHOCTHU y cepoid BOpoHHI (Corvus
cornix), 0TMEYan0Ch XUIHUYIECTBO 110 OTHO-
meHnio K cu3bM roiyosm (Columba livia f.
domestica). Kak mpaBuio, 3To Ob1I10 TPyIIIO-
BOE HaraJieHHe BOPOH M KJIEBaHUE Toy0s
(KocTtromus, 1994), mnbo cTankuBaHue roiy-
0 B BOIy U ITOCTIEyIOIIIee JOOMBAHHUE €T0 TaM,
WJIM K€ TPYIIIOBOE U IIeJICHANPABICHHOE OT-
TECHEHHUE HEJIETHOT'O Toy0si C TPOTyapa K Ipo-
€3)Keil YaCTH YITHUIIBI C TIOCIISYOIIUM PacKIie-
BbIBAaHHEM TOTUOIIEH MO/ KOJIecaMy MallnH
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ntuiel (Memkosa, 2000, 2003). Mbl Takxke
OBUTH CBUICTENIAMH XUIIHUYECKOTO TTOBE/Ie-
HUS KaK CepOil BOPOHBI, TaK U IPYyTUX TIpe.I-
CTaBUTEJIEH 3TOTO CEMEICTRA.

22.03 2004 . THXUM COJTHEYHBIM BEYEPOM
(17%) max gactHpIME TIOCTpOiiKamu T. CyMbI
B3MBIJIa CTasl IIOPOJFCTHIX CHU3BIX roTydei. Bo
BpeMs Habopa BBICOTHI Ha OTHOTO U3 HUX, JIe-
TEBIIIETO YyTh B CTOPOHE, CIIUKUPOBAT BOPOH
(C. corax) m coun ero. O6e NTHUITBI YA HA
OTOPOJT B 2 M OT IITAaKETHUKA BBICOTOH 1,6 M,
1 BOPOH CTaJl 0KECTOYCHHO KJIEBATh rOIyOsI.
JKepTtBa, BoOUA TOBPEKACHHOE KPBLIO, YCT-
peMmiach K IMTAKeTHHUKY, a BOPOH, CIEIYs 3a
HUM, TIPOIOIDKAT HAHOCUTH YAaphl KIIOBOM.
Joiins 10 mTakeTHWKa, TOTy0b eme OKOJo
MeTpa IIeJ B0 HETO, TIOTOM IIPOJIe3 MEKILY



