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OBSERVATIONS OF ALPINE SWIFT IN THE
SPRING SEASONS OF 2005—2006 IN KARA]J,
SOUTH OF THE ALBORZ MOUNTAINS

Abolghasem Khaleghizadeh

Abstract. Swifts were observed since 27 March to 10 June (Table). Number varied from one to 30 birds.
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kosiebanack ot 1 10 30 ocoleii.

The Alpine Swift (Tachymarptis melba) is
a breeding bird in the Middle East, in particu-
lar in Turkey and Iran. It is inhabitant of moun-
tains regions and gorges, also towns and vil-
lages (Porter et al., 1996). In Iran it is wide-

spread except in central deserts (Mansoori,
2001) and also a common visitor from the
nearby high Alborz during the summer months,
20 March to 30 October (Scott, 2007). There
is not special work on swifts in Iran except for

Localities, dates and numbers of Alpine Swifts in

Karaj in spring 2005-2006
Berpeun n yncineHHOCTh OeT0OPIOXUX CTPHIKEH B

Kepemxe Becnoit 2005-2006 rr.

Common Swift (Apus apus) (Khale-
ghizadeh, 2005).

In the spring of 2005-2006 a daily
survey was conducted (mostly in af-
ternoons) to find out how many birds
and on what dates they are being seen
in Karaj, just south of the Alborz

Location Date Number Mountains. Observations were made

in the east of the city of Karaj and

Northlof Chamran Park 27 Mar. 2006 1 around Chamran Park (c. 36 ha),
Funfair, centre of 29 Apr. 2005 where the Chalous River is passing.

Chamran Park Localities, dates and numbers of Al-
North of Chamran Park 01 May 2006 4 pine Swifts observed in this survey are
North of Chamran Park 22 May 2005 15 presented in Table. However the spe-
North of Chamran Park 25 May 2005 3 cies was not observed in other seasons
North of Chamran Park 26 May 2005 20 in this area.

& Karaj city The Table shows that the number
North of C,h amran Pa.rk 26 May 2006 18 of Alpine Swifts varies from one to 30
Over the city of Karaj 27 May 2006 30 birds. Earliest observation was on 27
North of Chamran Park 28 May 2005 15 March 2006 and latest on 10 June
North of Chamran Park 29 May 2006 7 2005. Maximum number was on both
North of Chamran Park 02 June 2006 1 26 April 2006 and 3 June 2005 with
North of Chamran Park 03 June 2005 30 30 individuals. However there was a
North of Chamran Park 04 June 2006 25 record of 50 individuals on 30 August
North of Chamran Park 05 June 2006 5 1973 in the Latian Dam area. about
North of Chamran Park 07 June 2006 2 60 km away from here (Scott ’2007)'
Chamra}n Park to train 10 June 2005 20 They were not assembléd with

station
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other swallows and swifts, while
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Bezzel (1988) observed 51.4 % of his obser-
vations of Alpine Swifts (n = 35) as one spe-
cies assemblage. No calling was heard during
this survey indicating the observer should look
for at sky to observe the species.
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ROLE OF PROTEIN DIET IN THE REGULATION
OF CLUTCH SIZE, INCUBATION PERIOD, AND
EGG SIZE OF THE RED-WHISKERED BULBUL

Abhijit Mazumdar, Prabhat Kumar

Abstract. When fed a protein rich diet, the Red-whiskered Bulbul showed a significant reduction in incubation
period and egg size, however, the protein diet had no significant effect on its clutch size.
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Posib mpoTeHHOBOH AMETHI B Pery/IsiuH BeJTHYHHbI KJIAJKH, IepHoJa HHKYOAUH U pa3Mepa siul y

KpacHoIeKoro orundions. - A. Masymaap, I1. Kymap. - Bepkyt. 16 (1). 2007. - [IBe rpynmsl 6roias0romneit
KOPMHMIIH 3eJICHBIM TopomikoM (24 % mporenna) u pucoM (10 % npoTenHa). Y ITHII, MOTy4YaBIINX OOJIbIIE IPO-
TeHHa, OTMEUCHO JOCTOBEPHOE yMEHBIICHHE IIepHoia HHKyOaluy U pa3Mepa su1l. Ha Bennunny KiaJKu npore-

WHOBas JUCTA BIIMAHUA HEC OKa3bIBaja.

The Red-whiskered Bulbul (Pycnonotus
Jjocosus) is omnivorous in its diet consuming
grains, fruits and insects (Ali, 1992). All birds
have definite clutch size, incubation period and
egg size. Therefore, we set out to see the ef-
fect of a high protein diet on clutch size, incu-
bation period and egg size of Red-whiskered
Bulbul.

Method

40 Red-whiskered Bulbuls were taken for
this experiment and divided into two groups;
Group 1 (Gr 1) and Group 2 (Gr 2) of 20 birds
each and each bird was kept in a separate cage.
Gr 1 bulbuls was fed a protein rich diet daily
comprising green gram (Phaseolus aureus)
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(protein content 24 %) for four months from
November 2005 to February 2006, before their
breeding period. During the same period, Gr
2 bulbuls were fed on rice (Oryza sativa) (pro-
tein content 10 %). When the breeding period
commenced from March 2006 to July 2006
the birds of Gr 1 were moved into a large en-
closure and allowed to mate and nest. They
were fed a daily diet of green gram during the
breeding period. Similarly the birds of Gr 2
were moved into another large enclosure dur-
ing the breeding period and allowed to mate
and nest. To facilitate nesting used nests of
Red-whiskered Bulbuls were collected and
placed in both the enclosures where Grl and
Gr2 bulbuls were kept. Many bulbuls used the
old nests while a few constructed their own.



