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ka — 4,5; BeicoTa rHe3na — 18. [Ipomepsl suir
(Mm): 52,9 x 42,6; 55,8 x 43,4; 54,3 x43,2. B
ruesnae, Haiigennom 12.06.2003 1., Obut0 2
NTEHIIa B BO3PACTE OKOJIO TPEX HEJIENb.

Ha murpanuu ormeuena ogaa ocoos 23.02.
2000 r.

3meesin (Circaetus gallicus). B ypouure
BeposiTHO rHe3anTcs | mapa. OnHy 0coOb OT-
metuin Haj gecoM 30.05.1998 1., mpomomku-
TEJIBHO OXOTSILErocs 3Meesiia HaOIoaanu
23.06.2001 . B Teuenne 30 MUHYT XHITHUK
MPOM3BEN 2 HeYJJauHbIX HAIaCHHUSI.

Boabmoii nonopauk (Aquila clanga). B
HCCKOJIBKUX TOYKaX, paCoJIOKCHHBIX B IBYX
KHJIOMETpax Apyr ot apyra, 16.04.1999 r. na-
OJroaNM OTMHOYHYIO 0CO0b, OXOTSIIYFOCS
HaJl JIyraMH 1 Ha 3apOCIIeM TPOCTHUKOM 00-
BOJHEHHOM OTcToiHuKe (JloMameBckui,
2004, 2005). Bo Bpems nmocnenyronmx noce-
LICHUH ypOUUIIa 9TOT BUJL HE OTMEYaCs.

Mauibiii nonopsnk (A. pomarina). B npe-
JieJlax YpOUHIla BEPOSITHO THE3UTCS 2 Maphl.
HTI/IL[I)I OTMEYAJIUCh BO BPEMSA BCEX IMMOCCHIC-
HUH 3TOU TeppUTOpUH. TOKOBBIE IIOJIETH] HA-
omoganuck 30.05.1998 1, 15 1 16.04.1999 1.
B OJTHOM CJ1y4dac B TOKOBBIX IMOJIETAX Y4aCTBO-
BaJIM caMKa U JIBa caMIla. YIaqyHyI0 OXOTy Ha
suiepuiy Hadmronamu 22.05.2003 r.

Opanan-6enoxBoct (Haliaeetus albicilla).
JIBakJ1bl B3pOCIIOTO OpJiaHa, OYeBUIHO, CaM-
1a, Haomoganu 15.04.1999 r. Ha orcrolinuke
3Ta 0c00b oxoTmiack 16.04. Opnan Takxke ca-
JAWJICA OTAbIXAaTh Ha ICPCBbA. ITo cioBam Ha-
XOJISIIIIETOCS] BO3JIE OTCTOMHMKA pblOaka, op-
JIaH 3]1€Ch TOSIBISIETCS JIOBOJIBHO YacTo. Oxo-

TY MOJIOZIOM 0COOM B KOJIOHHHM CEpOil arum
(Ardea cinerea) nabmonanu y c. KymaxuHIist
B 4 KM OT ypouHIIa.

Yernok (Falco subbuteo). BeposatHo,
napa rae3auiack B 1998 r. Cokonos, urpato-
mmx B HeOe, HaOmomanu 30.05. B mocnenyro-
IIME MOCEUICHHS He OTMEYaJIcs.

Heponuk (F columbarius). Onna ntuna
HaOmonanack 23.02.2000 .

Oo0bikHOBeHHas1 mycTesbra (F tinnun-
culus). Murpupytomiasi 0codb oTMeUCHa
15.04.1999 .

Cepulii :xypaBib (Grus grus). Ilo cno-
BaM COTPY/IHHKA JIECHOTO XO3sHCTBa, B 3200-
JIOYEHHOW YaCTH ypOUHINa THE3AUTCA 2, BO3-
MOXHO, 3 mapsl. ['pynmna u3 5 mrur; 30.05.1998
I. B BEYEPHUX CyMEpKax JieTeNa ¢ ypoUHIIa Ha
ayra.

Bo Bpems Becenneit murpanuu 15.04.1999
HaOmoanack 1 0codb, 16.04 — 3 rpynmsl u3
2, 17 u 8 xypasneil.
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ROOSTING BEHAVIOUR OF ROCK PIGEONS
AND RING DOVES IN LUCKNOW, INDIA

Abhijit Mazumdar, Prabhat Kumar

Abstract. Roosts of two species were studied in Lucknow and in cultivated areas around the city between
April 2004 and April 2005. In city pigeons and doves roosted in buildings, on ledges, terraces of houses and
fissures and holes of rocks. In rural areas they preferred branches of trees and sugarcane fields to roost. The Rock
Pigeons roosted in flocks and Ring Doves solitarily. Both birds returned to roosts 34 to 60 minutes before sunset
except February and March when they returned 27 to 30 minutes.

Key words: behaviour, roost, flock.
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IToBeneHne Ha HOYEBKe CH30T0 roJIy0sl M KOJIb4aToi ropsunsl B JlykHose, Muaus. - A. Masympaap, I1.
Kymap. - BepkyT. 16 (2). 2007. - HoueBku AByX BHIOB H3y4aJnCh B TOPOJE U B arpojianauadTe BOKPYT HEro ¢
anpesst 2004 r. o anpests 2005 1. B ropoze roostyOu 1 ropiniibl HOUEBAIM Ha IIOCTPOKAX, KAPHU3aX U Teppacax
JIOMOB, B TPEIIIMHAX U HUIIIAX CKaJl. 3a TOPOJIOM OHH MPEANOYNTAIN BETKU IEPEBBEB U T10JIS CAXapPHOIO TPOCTHHU-
ka. Cusble royOu HOYeBaIIM CTasiMH, KOJIBYAThIC TOPIIHUIIBI — MOOMHOYKE.

A roost is a place where birds settle them-
selves for activities such as feeding, resting
during day time and sleep at night. A study of
roosting behaviour assumes significance as it
has a direct role in crop destruction by birds.
Earlier data available on avian roosting in In-
dia were compiled by Ambedkar (1968),
Gadgil and Ali (1975), Mathew (1976), Dhin-
dsa and Toor (1981). We studied the roosting
behaviour of Rock Pigeon (Columba livia) and
Ring Dove (Streptopelia decaocto) as a flock
feeder and a solitary feeder.

Material and Method

The observations were made on Rock Pi-
geons and Ring Doves in Lucknow and in cul-
tivated areas around the city (26° 55' N, 80°
59" E; 450 m above sea level) between April
2004 and April 2005. Roosts were observed
using 7 x 50 binoculars from a 50 m distance.
Meteorological data was taken from observa-
tory at Aliganj.

Results and discussion

The Rock Pigeons and Ring Doves roost
in buildings, on ledges, terraces of houses and
fissures and holes of rocks in city. We located
30 Rock Pigeon roosts and 20 Ring Dove
roosts in the city; among cultivated areas on
city outskirts we located 70 pigeon roosts and
40 dove roosts. In rural areas both birds pre-
ferred branches of trees and sugarcane fields
to roost. The Rock Pigeons roosted in flocks
and Ring Doves solitarily. Roost population
was estimated by counting the number of birds
leaving roost in the morning and the number
returning in the evening. City roosts and rural
roosts of pigeons had a mean roost population

of 20 + 0.8 (SD) and 28 + 0.6 respectively.
Both birds from November to April moved to
unharvested fields as harvesting progressed.
After April they shifted to other roosting sites.
We located 50 secondary roosts of Rock pi-
geons, located at a mean distance of 700 + 6.6
m away from primary roosts. However, we did
not locate any secondary roosts of Ring Doves.
Presence of roosting sites in the vicinity in-
creased the mean population density of pigeons
on the periphery of crop fields from 12 + 0.4
to 20 £ 0.3 as against central areas where it
increased from 10+ 0.1 to 12 £ 0.1, with bor-
der rows of crops being depredated more than
central cropping areas (40 and 25 observations
for pigeons and doves respectively). Pigeons
were seen throughout the year sharing roosts
with other birds such as House Sparrow (Pas-
ser domesticus), House Crow (Corvus splen-
dens), Common Mynah (Acridotheres tristis),
Bank Mynah (4. ginginianus) and Baya Wea-
ver (Ploceus philippinus). However, there was
no interaction between the pigeons and other
groups of birds.

Both birds returned to roosts 34 to 60 min-
utes before sunset except February and March
when they returned 27 to 30 minutes (mean:
29.2 £+ 0.04) before sunset due to shorter sun-
shine period. Temperature played its role as
both birds returned early during summer
months of May and June (pigeon mean: 60 +
2.8 mins; dove mean: 58 + 2.4 mins), the hot-
test months of the year.

Roosts provide opportunities for imple-
menting bird control. Communal roosts help
to conserve body heat of birds (Case, 1973).
Communal roosts help to maintain contact,
exploit food supply and escape predators
(Ward, 1965). Secondary roosts also provide
information about food to birds.
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PETPOCIIEKTUBHAAA 3AMETKA
O THE3J0OBAHNUN CNU30BOPOHKU
BbJIN3U r. CYMbI

H.II. Kubnn

Retrospective note about breeding of the Roller near Sumy. - N.P. Knysh. - Berkut. 16 (2). 2007. - Data
about breeding of a pair of Rollers near the city of Sumy (NE Ukraine) in 19721974 are presented. Birds nested
in a loess steep. The hole and eggs are described. Two full clutches had 5 eggs. Measurements of eggs (n = 10):
33,2-35,3 x 27,1-29,0 (mean — 34,44 + 0,22 x 28,13 £ 0,16) mm. [Russian].

Key words: Roller, Coracias garrulus, breeding, phenology, egg.
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W3BecTHBIN opHHTONOT JI.A . TlopTeHko
KaK-TO 3aMeTUIL: ““ABTOPBI-3KOJIOTH 3aCTYKH-
BAIOT TOPHIIAHUS 3a TO, YTO JIEIIATCS HE BCE-
MU CBEICHUSIMH, KAKIMH OHH PACIIONararoT
...” (IToptenko, 1965, c. 205).

JlelcTBUTENTbHO, MHOTHE MaTepHalbl Ha-
OJIFO/ICHHI YacTO OCENal0T B apXUBax HCCIle-
JloBaTenei, Jiexar MeEpTBbIM Ipy30M. Uto Mo-
JKeT OBITh BBI3BAHO WX HETIOTHOTOH H SMH30-
JTUYHOCTBIO, WM JKE OHU HE BITHCHIBAIOTCS B
KpYT' HayYHBIX ITPEANIOYTEHHH, a ele — Ipo-
CTO TIOTOMY, YTO J10 HUX ‘“HE JOXOIST PYKH .

Tak, B otHOH U3 MyOnMKaIMii Mbl 00paTH-
JT1 BHIMaHHE Ha KaTacTPO(pUIECKOE COCTOSI-
HHE YUCIEHHOCTH cu30BOpoHKHU (Coracias
garrulus), cnoxuieecs k 1980-M IT. Ha ce-
Bepo-BocToke Ykpaunsl (Kuumi, MatBieHko,
1995), onHako “3a OOPTOM™ OCTAITUCh KOHK-
peTHBIE CBeZIeHNs 110 THe310BaHm0. C Tex 1mop
CUTyanus C JaHHBIM BUJIOM HE yITyYIIHIach
(Kapm, 2001), cH30BOpOHKY HAMEYEHO BKITIO-
YUTh B HOBOE U3slanue Kpacnoii kuuru Ykpa-
VHBI, a CBEXKUE JJAHHBIE [0 €€ DKOJIOTUU B pe-
THOHE B OympKaiiiiee BpeMst Bpsi/L JIM Y/IacTCst
nonyuuts. [loaTomy 1iesiecoodbpasHo npusec-
TH paHee He IMyOJIMKOBABIIHECS MaTEpPHAaJIbI
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HalMx HaOJIIO/ICHNH 32 HECKOJIbKUMH CITy4a-
SMHU THE3/JOBaHUSI CU30BOPOHKU B OJHOM U3
myHKkToB CyMCKOH 007acTH — Ha OKpauHe C.
Baxkanosumna Cymckoro paiioHa.
I'He3moBoi OMOTON — MpPaBBIi CKIIOH He-
HMIMPOKOH MOAMHEI p. buTtHna, pa3pezaHHbit
HECKOJIBKMMHU KOPOTKMMHU OBparaMu U 3aHs-
TBIH MOJIOJION TUCTBEHHOU I COCHOBOM ITOCA/I-
KOW. YpOUHIIe MEXYET C JIyTOM-ITacTONIIIEM,
6axoit 1 monsimu. [Tapa cn30BopoHOK HAOIMIO-
nmanack 31ech ¢ 1970 mo 1975 1., rHe3goBaHme
66110 BEepBbIe 3aduKcupoBaHo B 1972 .
IITHIIB! BBIKOMIANHN THE30BYIO HOPY B BEpX-
Hel 9aCTH OTBECHOTO JIECCOBOTO OOPHIBA, BbI-
CTYHAIOIIEro MBICOM B ITyOOKOW BEpIIUHE
oBpara (Ha BeIcoTe 1,8 M OT Bepxa OCBIITH TO-
ponsl 1 Ha 1,4 M HIDKEe KpOMKH 00pbIBa). [0-
TOBasi, eme 0e3 KIaaKu, HOpa MpoMepsiHa
27.05.1972 r.: tmaMeTp OKpYIVIOro BXOAHOTO
OTBEPCTHSI COCTABMI 8 CM, JUIMHA MPSIMOTO
TOPU30HTAIBHOTO Kopumopa — 50 cm. ['Hes-
JIoBasi KaMepa 1uaMeTpoM okoio 20 cM, B Hell
MsTKasl MOACTHIIKA U3 JeccoBoi meutn. Ilo-
BTOPHO THe3Aa ocMaTtpuBanoch 14.06. Ilpu
IpUOIMKEHUN K HOPE M3 Hee BBICKOYMIIA C
KPHUKOM CaMKa, CaMell CH/IEJ Ha OCTaHIIE MET-



